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to come near the place in the bush. The presence of a
menstruous woman is particularly disastrous, as it would
infallibly cause the cleaving of the tree to go wrong. Even
the married sister of the harpoon-maker can injure his work
from a distance, through the magic tie which exists between
her and her brother, if she does not take care as to her conduct
at that time. On the critical day when the cleaving of the
tree is to take place, the harpoon-maker will ask his sister to
leave her home and stay at his house, where she and his wife
will spend the day together. The reason for this precaution
is that otherwise the sister and her husband might happen to
have intercourse on that very day, which would ruin the cleav-
ing of the tree. The sister and her husband willingly submit
to this arrangement, well knowing that the making of the
harpoon will in time benefit them as well as the whole village." x
In the same tribe again a man may not cohabit with his wife
the night before he goes to work in his garden, nor on his way
to the garden nor during an interval in the work there. It is
thought that a breach of the rule would cause the pigs to
break into the garden.2 In the Kai tribe of Northern New
Guinea when a sorcerer is preparing his enchantments for the
destruction of an enemy he may not even touch a woman, nor
receive food at the hands of men who have had intercourse
with women. It is believed that a breach of these rules would
endanger the success of his enchantment.3
1 G. Landtman, op, cit. p. 122,              8 R. Neuhauss, op. tit. iii, 137.
f G. Landtman, op. cit. p. 68.